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REFLECTIONS 


Upon the 


MIRACLE 


Hapned'in the Perſon of 


' A Shepherdeſs of Dauphine. 
| MADE 
By cl p Reverend and Learned Monf. Juriex, 
IN HIS 


PASTORAL LETTER 


Of the 1/ of Oftober, Anno 1688. 


Brethren , that being accuſtomed to enter- 

tain you with all ſuch extraordinary Matters 

as relate to Religion , we have not yer acquainted 

you with what hath hapned in Dauphint; where 
B 


. O U may perhaps think it very ſtrange , my 


GOD 


CE 


GOD (for ſo many Months paſt) hath made uſe of 
the Miniſtry of a ſimple Shepherdeſs that can neither 
Write nor Read, (a Child 6f abour Fifteen or Sixteen 
years of Ape) to declare his Marvels, and to publiſh 
his Truch. The occaſion of our ſo long Silence, hath 
been whe Time #nd Care we have rater to be fully 
inform'd of the Reality of the Fat, that ſo we might 
not build our Reflexiohs wpon falſe Grounds. After 
all the Aſſurances imaginable, we have found the 
Matter of Fact in ſherc to be thus : 

Ke is but a young Girt of about Fifteen or Six- 
teert yeats of Ape; het Name is Zfabe? YVineent, 2 
Country-mans Daughter near Saw, within two 
Leagues of Cret in Danphind , by Profeſſion a She- 
pherdeſs, dwelling with her Uncle, having betn born 
of a Father, who (ſeveral years before the Revoca- 
rion of the Edi of Nantes) had left his Religion in 
conſideration of Mony : She ſell into an Exſtaly upon 
che Twelfth Day of this preſent Febraary. Her 
ExſtalY did not ſeem tr firſt to'be any thing elle, 
bur a ſort of Apoplexy, or Natural Lethargy ; into 
which ſhe fell withour any —_— of a violent 
Motion. She rerurned out of it again after having 
beer in it forme hours, her Hcalth not being in the 
leaſt impaired by it. In this firſt Fir, ſhe neither faid 
nor did any thing extraordinary. Upon the fol- 
lowing Night,, which was that of rhe Second or 
Third of Fermary, ſhe fell again into rhoke Fits , thet 
have held her ever fince that time. They did mor 


Yeep, ont of which it was nor w ferch 
hes: They yulld hat, they thru hee, ugh == 
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her , they paidht her «il the Blood came , they 
pincht her, they burnt her , yet nothing woul.! 
awake er : So rhat the was nn an cnc and ablojutc 
Privation.of all Senſe; which is the truc Character 
of an Exſtaly. In this Condsion the tpoke., and 
urzerod :many (Excclont and Dwine Mareors. She 
can .ncicher Write nor Read : She never chad learn 
any other Prayer an her fc , but hor Pater Noſter 
ani! Credo: She coukd i(pcak no other Language, 
buc the Vutlgar -onc af her own Camry , which 
hath aochins of Freach ia it. The arft Five Weeks 
the ſpoke (during the time-of her Extafies) no other 
Languaye, bur that of her own Country , becaulc 
the had no ackor Audwors but. the iCounryPoople 
ot her own Valkage : :For »by all :che' Relatzons rthac 
we haveicen. 'ic 36 apparent that dhe 1tpeaks.accord- 
12g to ther [Eizarors. After thete dirſt Five. Weoks, 
the Noiteof the Mirade being {pread :abroad , here 
came Prople "that could] ' Speak and VUaderſtan 
French : Then the fell a fpcaking .of firench”, and 
that in 2s an exat and comctt a -Diake&t , as 
it ſhe had b2en brought 1up ac Pars, and-that in 
one of the Families whore they [pzak French belt, 
The tSubjcdt of her \(Diſcourles is - always! abour 
Religion, and theorem the »uſes -y0 follow wery near 
the 'Order and Manner. of Qur »Divine Sevvice ; 
and hd the nacver ia ther lite learnt - one Plalm , nor 
over -unclorftood ove Tune, yer \notwithiſtanding 
vis , the [Sings itheom-wirhour mi(ling»onc '$pllable 
or on2 Norc : yea, the Sings them wery tweetly, and 
agreeably oo ;'\and fot-rhe moft part «quite -cho- 
rough. And there jt is - that the -ordingvily begins. 
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After this ſhe makes Prayers , which are very ad- 
mirable and excellent oncs. Ofrentimes ſhe names 
certain Texts of Scripture, which ſhe takes for the 
Subject of her Diſcourſes. She explains them , and 
{pcaks upon them, and that nor after the manner of 
Preachers, or in a ſet Mcthod ; but .m a manner 
very ſingular, and always full of good Senſe:; and 
ir being out of the ordinary Rules of Merhod , it 
gives the greater Character of Divinity to what the 
faith : For we do not find, that Inſpired Perſons uſe 
to follow Human. Methods in their Diſcourſes Her 
Expreſbons are always very vigorous and touching. 
She is| quick in her Reprehenſions,, which ſhe Ad- 
dreſſes above all others, to ſuch as through Baſenc(s 
have changed their Religion for Intereſt , and ſo have 
ſold their Souls for Money. She very often Ad- 
dreſſes her ſelf 'zothe CONVERTERS (as they 
call them) calling them: Merchants and 7ruckers for 
Souls She endeavours to make them ice the Fou]- 
neſs of their Conduct. and of the Means they ule 
to make their Converſions by. If there be any 
one among her Auditors that 1s found to be diſtin- 
a by any  Baſene(s of this kind , ſhe never 
ails to, direft : her Diſcourſe to .him. Her own 

Father confeſled', 'Fhat coming one Night into- her 
Chamber, the cryed out aloud , as he was coming, 
in , without ever ſecing him, Thar they would 
take away. that Wretched: Judas, who had  jold Jeſus 
Chriſt for Money. Sometimes: 1he handles the Con- 
troverſies berwixt Us -and' the , Papilts, and the 
handles them with a greax-deal of ſtrength , th6 
without any Method ; and with Reaſoniogs ( as it 
were) 


SS 


were) broken and unjoyned , bur ſuch as are always 
very Juſt, and principally by applying ſeveral 
Paſſages out of the Holy Scriptures. After having 
Encountred againſt the Sacrifice of the Maſs , ſhe 
concluded one day with theſe Words ; Ir one word, 
There can be no Sacrifice, where there is no Remiſſion 
of Sin. Another time ſhe would condemn the Ido 
latry of the Church of Rome , by ſuch Texts of 
Scripture as appoint the Worſhipping of One GO D 
only. Sometimes ſhe repeats a pair of the 2/5, 
or of the Office in Latin»; and then refutes it , by 
ſhewing the Abominations contained in it. She 
Pronounces the Latin ſhe ſpeaks very truly , and 
very intelligibly. Her Motions in Dclivery are not 
ar all violent, neither doth the uſe any ſtrong agi- 
tation of her Body : She puts her Arms out of Bed, 
and with them forms certain graceful and well- 
ordered Geſtures. Her Voice 1s clear and intel- 
ligible ; but without any Ailcfation : She moves 
her Lips, bur ir is bur ſlowly , and withour any 
appearance of a Convulſion. There have been 
ſome Phyſicians to View and Examine her in this 
Condition ; but they could obſerve nothing in 
her that ſavourcd of any Sickneſs or Bodily Infir- 
mity. Among the many Menaces, which ſhe makes 
againſt rhe Wicked , ſhe mixes alſo Promiſes to the 
Faithful and ro ſuch as ſhall Repent. And her Pro- 
miſes are not only General and indeterminate ones ; 
bur ir is very certain, that ſhe hath made ſome very 
particular Predictions alſo. Bur as the Wiſe men of 
that Country do not think it proper at preſent to 
lay any thing of her Predictions, I ſhall ſay mo 
ne1tnecr. 
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neirher- This much is met certain , That the hath 
promiſed the Church a very tudden Deliverance. 
When fhe is come out of her Exitaſies , the remem- 
bers norhing art all of whar harh paſſed, nor of 
what her Selt hath ſaid. She affirms, Thar ſhe hath 
flept very well, ani ſeems not at all Tyred aftcr 
having talked ſomerimes cthree , four and tive Hours 
together : For her Firs arc of no teſs continuance. 
True it is that ſhe ſpeaks bart by firs all this time, 
and her Difcourkes are notalways ronnedted, Ama 
alrhough the Motions and Actions , which the Holy 
Spirit of God cauſes in her.,, make mor any 'mprel- 
fron on her Imagmarion and Memory (fince the 
remembers nothing of them) yet it is notwithſtand- 
ing certain, that her Narural Serte becomes tIwreby 
more clear and-refined. Forin thetbeginning 1lic was 
obſerved, after her Waking , td vecurn To her Nacural 
Simpliciry , and to the Ignorance of ia poor She- 
pherdeſfs, and of n Country Girl withour :any Edu- 
carion , 'and whoſe Mftrudtion Imrch been wholly 
weglefted, But it is now apparent, by trveral Rela- 
norms that her Sentiment 5 become toll :; may, thur 
fhe hath '{omething 4m her that even 4pankics. 
Which hath 'been 'imorc efpecially mored fmce thor 


June, and carried troCr#r; and oxaminaxtthree:foveral 
nmes both ar Crer and -ar Grenoble. bt is weryxalic ro 
imagitte, that 'there hath /bven norhmag omirred :w 
hy her open, and-to'find her a "Counrertcit, :and'to 
8 tnduce her to diſcover ther /prerended Accomplices. 
& Bur the hath ſtil! anſwered all rheke Inmrerrogarives 


| 
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fllng into 'the hands of our Eacmies. She was\. 
Apprehended upon the bevinning ot the .Month of 


af I 
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with fo much Juftnels and Diſcretion , and with to 
many Marks of Sincerty , 7hat the moſt able Ad- 
woeate in the Kingdom could not form 'a better Reply 
after fifteen days ſtudy upon the Interrogattues. 
Theſe arc the very words of our Relations , and of 
the Officers of Juſtice that have Examined her. 
She Anfwers to every thing they ask her with very 


| good Senfe , and not without quickneſs of Wir; 


the renders a Reaſon for her Faith, and cafily con- 
founds all ſuch as come to Poſe her with Queſtions. 
She hath been removed from place to place; firft 
to Crt, thento the Hoſpical at Grenoble, and then 
to a Convent of Nuns near Grenoble. In all which 
places ſhe continues to fall into her Trances, and 
to diſcourſe in her Fits. They bave ſhav'd her 
Head, and taken away all the Cloaths and Linnen 
the had, pretending might have fome Charm 
hid fomewhere about her: Nay , ſome Pricits came 
and Exorciſed her with Holy-Water , as tho ſhe 
had been pollefied with ſome Evil Spirit. Bur ro 
no purpaſe at all , ſhe is ſtill rhe ſame. Sometime 
they have given way to fome of the New Con- 
verts to approach her in the day time , while the 
was m Prifton, or in the Hoſpxal of Greneble - 
But they would never give leave to any of them 
to paſs the Nighe in her Company, nor 1o be Wir- 
of what ſhe faid when ſhe fell inco her Ex- 
ſtaly. The lat Lerters ſay, Thar the Rage of che 
falte Devotes was fo great againft her, that ſhe could 
not be t ſecure of her life, but for certain 
Perions of the firſt Note in that County, who gave 
Orders abouc her, All that I have here faid is 
_ the 
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the Naked Truth ; bur it is not all the Truth: For 
we give you no particulars of what She hath cirher 
ſaid or donc. There are ſome diſcreet, able and 
unprejudiced Perſons of that Country , who labour 
to make an exact Collection of all that is certain 
and well-proved about her. And we have moſt 
aſſured hopes, that the Time is now coming, in 
which it will be both fate and free to ſee 
it. 

The long time for which we have deferred to 
ſpeak of this Miraculous Event, hath given us 
Opporruniry to underſtand the ditfcrent Judgments 
of other Men abour her, and to make our own Re- 
flexions upon theſe different Judgments. It is nb 
marvel ar all, if from the ſide of the Ejpre!s forts 
(or Strong Heads) there have proceeded an infinity 
of things, in which Senſe and Reaſon can never give 
men any berter fatisfaftion than Religion can: Since 
even from the Side of thoſe chat are truly good , and 
that have a grcar ſenſe of Religion on their Minds , 
there have come to us many things that have very 
much ſtartled us, fo terrible they appeared to us. 
To ſpeak in general : As Incredulicy was never ſeen 
to be puſhr to that height, nor (with re{pect to the 
preſent Matter ) to fall into ſo great an Exccls; 
(irom which cven diſcreet and wilc Perſons have 
nor been preſerved :) So the Papilts have certainly 
nothing at all ro apprehend on Our part , nor have 
tf; they any Reaſon to be afraid , leſt Our Reformed 

$3 ſhould ger any advantage hereby againſt them ; 
for They do all they can poſſibly do to diſparage 


(| and ruin the Story. This is fuch a fort of Ingra- 
| rtitude 


(I) 
ritude againſt the Providence 'and - Goodnefss of 
God, that it oughr not to be any longer endured. 
We muſt therefore at length plead the Cauſe of 
God, and ler theſe Incredulous Spirits underftand, 
into what a danger they throw elves ; either 
while they deny a Matter of Fact fo apparens, 
or while they turn into Ridicule this Story , when 
they even allow of the Verity ot the Fact. 
Feſus Chriſt accuſed the Phariſees of finning: a» 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt; becauſe rhey arrributedro 
Beelzebub (Prince of the Devils) thoſe Miraculous 
Actions which he had produced by the Spirit, ot 
God. . In very deed, this makes me Tremble for 
thele Mockers, who at this Day laugh art this 
great and wonderful Accident : /I wonder: they do 
not conſider, that 'it- peradventure this ſhould 
come from God, they do deſpight to the Spirit of 
Grace, by attributing: its' Works either -ro Human 
Contrivance or Fraud, or elle ro a Diabolical 
Spirit, as ſome do. -It-is 4ndecd a Mark. of great 
Ditcretion, not to believe any thing lightly: And 
therefore any ' one may veryolawfally ſuſpend” his 
Judgment. , if. he find not the Proofs: of FaQ 
 ſufhciently convincing. But a Good man (much 
lefs a Chriſtian) ought never to run the Riſque 
of. doing Deſpight to. God's Bleſſed © Spirit ,” by 
attributing ro impure. Spirits the . Works 'ithat 
appertain -to / him. Some there-are ' that have 
gone 1o'far as to: ſays, That allowing'the Fact 'to 
be truc, and that the Work moreover did proceed 
from God, yet it ſhould not be divulged , by 
C 


reaſon 
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reaſfdn 'of the hurt ir may 'do. Certainly ; one 
knows not how to Chriſten fuch Extrayagancies 
as theſe. This is no other than ro raile ones 
ſelf above the Wiſdom of God; that is to fay, 
That he does cercain Extraordinary Works, which 
not only. do no good art all, but a great'deal of 
hurt. In one word: It is, as much as to ſay, 
That God had done wiler to have let them alone. 
For it is yery plain that Wiſdom requires, thar 
one ſhould omit the doing of fuch Actions; as 
when they arc done, ought to be ſuppreſſed and 
kept ſilent: And ſince we have employ'd our 
ſelves fo long time in hearing the Opinions of 
other People, we hope it will not be imputed ro 
us as a Fault, if we give our own ; and offer our 
Reflexions upon theſe different Sentiments. 


In the firſt Place , There are ſome People who 
ſupport themſelyes upon the Falſiry of the Matter 
of Fat; and this perhaps is the greater Num- 
ber. And it may be allo , that this is the beſt 
Rerrenchment that our Bold Wits can ſhelter 
themſclves in; and yet notwithſtanding ir is 
good for nothing at all. For I cannot imagine, 
how they can call in queſtion a FaQt of fo great 
Notoriety as this is ; a Fa , whereof there is an 
infinite Number of Witneſkes ; a Fat , that hath 
continued ſo many Months together ; a Fac, 
whereof our very are at this Day wit- 
neſſes, and the Truch of which they have ſuff- 
cently convinced us of by their own Conduct. 

te 
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It is now Three whole Months that this' Girl 
hath been in their hands ; ſince which, time ſhe is 
alrogether inacceſſible ro all ſuch as 'are ſtyled 
New Converts. If the Matter of Fa&t be Fabu- 
lous, ought they not to call rogether all the 
People of Dauphin& , to let them ſee. this Girl 
ſleeping quietly , like another Perſon , without 
Talking? Or, it ſhe doth Talk', that they may 
lee ſhe Talks nothing but Extravagances , and 
Matters of no Connexion or Coherence, as has 
been, given out Wy ſome People ? -- Would the 
Papiſts have fail'd ;t@ have ſent for the New 
Converts , that ; they, might -take noxice. of: theſe 
Extravagances ; and that they may-fee how: they 
have been impoſed on hitherto? Inſtead of this, 
What Inſtance foever an infinite Number of New 
Catholicks. have at any time made to be preſent 
at this Girls fleep . 'they -would' never grant' ir 
to any one of - chem. Here' we declare: to the 
Enemics of the Truth , That as long' as 'they 
ſhall perſiſt in this Conduct, they will (till the 
more per{wade us, that this Girl continues :-to 
Talk aga'nſt their Religion, and ta confound 
them. Bcſides this Proof, which alone is capt 
ro 'canvince People as to the Reality of : rhe 
Fat, we have feveral others that are | Poſitive 
ones; that is, So many Declarations and. Reta- 
rions of diſcreet Perſons ;- who are .enlightned., 
knowing, and intelligent ; and not” at. all-Super- 
ſtitious, or pre-ingaged by: any Prejudice 3 who 
were preſent upon the _—y and:who'have i 
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and heard witly their own Ears. - An Account of 
all  harch ' been Written in | Dauphin, by very 
conſiderable Perſons of that Country , who have 
Addreſſed themſelves ro Men of Lerrers , both 
wile and knowing ; and that after having Exa- 
mined: the Girl very carefully in their own 
Perſons, and with their own Eyes. Several 
Queſtions have been ſent them; and they have 
rerurned back the Letter , together with the 
Queſtions that were ſent them , with rthcir Anſwer 
ſubjoyned ro them; by which it appearcd plainly, 
That the things were very true as they were at 
firſt repreſented , except certain lirrle Circum- 
ſtances , which made no change or alteration in 
the Miraculous part of this Accident. Afﬀeer all 
this, they who are not willing to give Credit 
ra theſe Gt, may furniſh themſelves with 
whar -' other Aſſurances = ſhall think! fir. 
They! will nor fail ro fay j' That this pretended 
Publick Notoriety ; and that theſe Teſtimonies of 
Diſcreet and Worthy People, is not without ſome 
danger of Illuſion , for that we have an hundred 
Experiences of Facts, - that 'have ' paſſed for! No- 
ronous and Certain, which notwithſtanding have 
been found: falſe. To 'which. we Anfwer , That 
whar they ſuppoſe ; neither is nor can be true, 
thar a Matter of Fat of equal Notoriety with 
this, ſhould ever be found falſe. Ir is truc, That 
this ſometimes happens in ſuch tranſient Facts as 
happen” bac once. only , and 1 whiclr arc '0f no 
clong}-continuance,: A-great Company: of People 
'®. 4+ 


may 


WE is4 


£33 3 
may poſſibly ſuffer as great 4n Illuſion, as two or 
three Perſons. And thus an Accident which 
appears ſurprizing. may deceive an infinite Num- 
ber of Spectators, and ſo make a falſe Notoriety, 
when it 15 of no continuance, and when People 
have neither Leiſure nor Liberty cnough to exa- 
mine it. But an Accident that continues for the 
ſpace of Eighr Months, and that all the World 
hath had the Liberty carctully ro Examine, and 
that without any ſuſpicion of Prejudice ; ſuch an 
Accident, I fay, never yet produced a falſe Noto- 
riety: And I challenge any one to give me-an 
Example of it. Some indeed have produced 
ſeveral Letters rhat have cither called in queſtion 
the Matter of Fat, or elſe extenuated ir : Some 
of them urge, Thar this Girl ſays nothing, that 
hath any Connexion in it ; Others, That ſhe hath 
ſpoken but very little, and that ſhe hath not 
ſpoken above two or three times in all. All 
theſe Suppoſitions are not only falſe, but noto- 
riouſly fo; tor the contrary of all this is noto- 
riouſly rruc., However, ought it to be any matter 
of Aſtoniſhmenr, that there are ſuch various 


'Accounts abour it in Letrers > Arc there not in 


all Places, a forr ot Spirirs that value themſelves 
much upon calling in queſtion-, yea, and Ridi- 
culing all ſuch Events as ſeem to bear an Extra- 
ordinary Character 2 'Who can doubr at all, but 
cthar'there are in that: very Province-, a ſufficierit 
number ' of this!fort -of ' Spirits, who'do all that 
ever rhey- can | to call in queſtion ' what® they 

| cthem- 
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themiclves have a mipd to doubr of > If ſome 
do bur ice a Letter from one of theſe Gentle- 
men, that alone will be ſufficient ro ruine the 
Arteſtations of any hundred Grave and Intelli- 
gent Perſons , that ſhall ſay , We have ſeen and 
heard it. Beſides all this, We ſhould examine 
well trom what ſide the Stories of Miraclcs 
come, in order to judge of their Truth. When 
they come to us irom People whole Trade and 
Profeſſion it is to forge Fables , it muſt be con- 
felled, that all ought ro be ſuſpeted. Popery 
hath loſt all Shame upon this Chapter: It is an 
uncxhauſtible Fountain of Lics. So that whart- 
ever comes from that Side, ought ro have a 
thouſand and a thouſand irreproachable Teſtimo- 
nies before it be believed. Bur ſince We of the 
Reformed Religion , have never yet becn Re- 
proached with having contrived any Pious Ro- 
mances; We are therefore ro be looked upon as 
People in a quite oppoſite Extreme: For we 
would have nothing at all believed , that is not 
within the Rules of Nature. Laſt of all, The 
Doctrine raught ought ro be ro us an infallible 
Touch-Stonc, to judge of Miracles. For we 
believe, and have reaſon to believe, That 
Miracles are not Shaned ro prove the Truth, 
bur only ro awaken mens Spirits , and to render 
them attentive to the Truth : - and therefore when 
they tell us a Miraculous Story , to maintain the 
Idolatries of Popery , how well proved ſoeyer; 
it may appear, we ought to be ſure __—_— 
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foe TItuſion in ir, from what ſide foever it may 
come. Burt the Spirit of the Devil never makes 
any Illuſions ro encounter againſt Superſtition , 
Idolatry and Error, which are the only Props of 
his Empire. Onecannor be ſufficiently aſtoniſhed 
_atthe Oppoſition that is made by Men, to the 
receiving the Truth of this Story, And this 
hath given me occaſion to ſtudy carctully the 
ſeveral Tempers of Mens Spirits , and the ſeveral 
Reaſons thit induce them to this ſtrange Incre- 
dulity. 1 have found that there is a great Num- 
ber, that are thus diſpoſed by a certain peculiar 
Character of an _ fort, (or Bold Spirit , as 
they call it:) This 1 confeſs is the Name they uſe 
to give to certain Perſons that do not believe over- 
much in God. Bur it is none of my deſign, to 
accuſe the Perſons whereot I now ſpeak of the 
Crime of Atheiſm, or Irreligion. Bur the Vulgar 
ſort of Mankind, and even of the Learned parr, 
have a falſe Idea of Providence; and this ſame 
falſe Idea is one Branch of that they call Eſprit 
fort, and an cffe&t of rhe lirtle Devotion which 
we find in moſt People: They who are reple- 
niſhed and enfpirited with , look for him 
every where, and find him every where : But 
the Irreligious neither look for him, nos find 
him any where. They believe one God, and one 
Providence , and that Fowa fide in ſome ſenſe: 
Burt according to the Idea which they have formed 
themſelves of this Providence, God is always 
confin'd rothe Machin. Ir is he that hath _ 
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Laws unto it, it is true; but he always follows 
them, and is (as it were) a Slave ro them by 
confining himſclt never ro depart from them , or 
to act withour them. Every thing hath its Na- 
rural Cauſes , according to theſe Gentlemen ; and 
whatever hath not ſuch, is falſe. fabulous, and 
impollible. 1 ſhall omit at preſent to ſay , how 
miichievous , how talie, and of how dangerous 
a Conſequence ſuch a diſpoſition of Spirit 1s 
For it may bring one to any thing. The Truth 
is, That God in the moſt part ot his Actions, 
hides himſclt ( as it were) behind his Creatures ; 
and yer notwithſtanding this, he a&ts both in his 
Crecaturcs, and by his Creatures; and that almoſt 
as immcdiatcly as 1t he ated without his Crea 
rurcs ; for he 15 in ſuch a manner rhe Soul of th: 
Whole Machine, that it cannot advance one Line 
without him. | It is he that - determines their Mo- 
tions , and makes them all ro rend to his Ends: 
He-makes the Laws of Nature, but yer fomerimes 
he quirs. them when he {ces good. There are an 
hundred and an hundred Accidents, where one 
thinks that one ſees nothing at all above Nature, 
where notwithſtanding it is very certain , that 
God comes in freely, and by a ſpecial Diſpen- 
ſation. Thoſe Souls that are touched by God 
perceive this , though others feel it not ; bur 
think they ſee ng but human and natural 


Efforts in all. Ir cannot be denied, but that this 
holy diſpoſition of Mind, that finds God in every 


thing, doth ſometimes degenerate into fond 
Super- 
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Superſtition : And chat there arc certain 'Terwpers 
thar Tgccive every thing for 'Truth'thar they hear, 
and that fancy with themſelves, that they ſee a 
Miracle every where: This is a Vicious Extre- 
mity ; bur, the other is infinitely worſe. The 
Wiſe will cake che Middle Way beewixrt theſe rwo 
Extrcincs, and fo will ncthcr be Credulous- nor 
S"perſtitious. They will cxamine with. a great 
dcal of Care, ſuch Fats as are Extraordinary : 
T'::y will not give Ear to all Perſons, nor believe 
"tac frll Reporis that are, made unto them. : But 
when 3 tat is-aitcited by a great Number. of 
Witacſles of . all forts, and that: after a moſt 
carctul and feycre Examination , then - to ' valuc 
ones f:It upon being Incredulous ,. is in. my. Opi- 
nicn, (to ſpeak my Mind freely.) to value ones 
ſelf upon a Temper of Mind , that -has (to-ſay 
no work of it ) ,very lictic- of | Reaſons in it. 
I have bur one Queſtion ro ask of theſe Gentle 
mcn, who with ſo much diſain look upon us mw 
oft another Scatimcnt , as poor little mean Spi- 
rits, My Queſtion js this; Is God able to, work 
this; Miracle;, or not. Ie-may be they believe he 
15 not, and tha- he has been long ago too: Old 
to do fuch great and; extraordinary things as theſe 
arc." Yet, I believe they will rather :chooſe to 
{ay, that he is able , but-nor willing ; and then 
will entreat therh -£o te] me , 1Whero: Godvhach 
(aid, That he will no more-do any Mandentingey 


| 
4 thung ? 

f | | of 
| D Theſe 


<4 BEHI* bf. 
Hy Fa FTE 


Hoa any 


g 
Hz T 
Pi; THR Prey 


(19) 

Correct French which the ſpeaks in the Night, and 
of which ſhe cannot ſpcak one ward by Day > 
Yer theſe Gentlemen will not yield for all this. 
They fay , There are © many Effects in Nature 
tor which we can give no Reaſon ar all, and of 
which far all that, rhe Machin is the only Cauſe. 
And hereupon they tell us the Story which 
Monſieur la Motte le Yager givcs us in part, of a 
certain Country-man, That ar certain times ſpoke 
all forrs of Languages; of which at other times 
he underſtood got one ward. They alſo add, the 
Hiſtory of the Country-man of Burgwwdy, who 
in his Sleep heard a certain Verſe re our of 
Homer, which he remembred very well, though 
he could not underſtand it. This Country- 
man applyed himiclf ro a Learned man , whole 
Name is till alive, and will for ever live in the 
Cammonwealth of Learning : He told him his 
Dream , or rather his Viſion , royether with the 
Words, which he ſtill remembred. This Learned 
man ſound, that it was a Verle out of Homer, 
which forctold him, that his Houſe ſhould fall in 
a lictle time; which did not fail to happen ac- 
cordingly. Behold. fay they, a thing wo leafs Mi- 
raculous thaw your ShepherdeſS. We are not bound 
to grant, That chele rwo Fats were as Miraculous, 
as that whercot we Treat: Bur the Examining 
of this is not neceſlary. Ir is ſufficient ro 'main- 
rain to theſe Geatlemen, that theſe rwo Facts did 
not ha by Natural Cauſes. Whether indoed 
it was the Holy Ghoſt, or the Wicked Spiric that 

D'z poſſeſſed. 
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policlied chem , that is the only Queſtion : But 
it cin be no Doube to any Reaſonable Mind , 

whether rhe Machin alone cither did , or was able 
ro..do this thing. And it is till much more 
cermin, that our Miracle could not be perfeorme 
by the Machin; for. it is much more Miraculous 
to Talk whole Nights , to ſpeak what one never 
knew; and ro ſpcak things Divine and Heavenly 
roo, and thar in very gond order and ſenſe ; than 
to hear tomctling onc time in a Dream, or to 
pronounce certain Words formed as by anothers 
Tongue: The Wicked Spirit might produce this ; 
bur it could never inſpire into a ſingle Soul the 
wonderiul things of God. In the mecan time, 
It is certain thar the Fact related by Monfreur la 
Mette le Vager , and ſuch others like it ; arc not 
done by Natural Caules. But , fay they, how 
know you how far the Powers of Nate may go ? 
Wretched Objection ! We know it by Expericnce ; . 
we know it by the uſc of Reaſon. Ir is true that 
Nature doth an hundred things Mcchanically , 
whereof we can give no Reaſon. Bur it docs 
them always , and always alike: If it varics 
{ometimcs, it is no ſurprizing thing, it while we 
know not rhe Cauſcs, we are ignorant of the 
Principle of thelc Variations. When Extraordi- 
nary Accidents conſiſt but in Corporcal Moriong , 
one may then with lels Injuſtice - refer their 
Cauſcs.ro the Machin: Ar leaſt it will be more 
difficuic ro perſuade the Incredulous in-this Caſe, 
than in. others ; although many times they have 
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no more Truth and Reaſon on their ſides here, 
than elſewhere. Bur ro Reaſon and Diſcourſe 
Divincly, without having learnt any thing ar all, 
and without having fo much as the Images of what 
one fays impreſſed upon the Machin ot the Brain; 
This, I tay, is entirely beyond the Powers and 
Action .Mt he, Machin! Motevver, thts Wicked” 
Solution. of theirs may be juſtly lookr upon as 
an open Way to the moſt Criminal of all Incre- 
Julitics. For we may then with the ſame Freedom 
tay, of the Mirgcles of Jclus Chriſt and of. his 
Apoſtles, that we cannot determine , + whether 
they are crue Miracles or no; for that *one "docs 
not know how far the Operations of Nature may 
oP 

This may ſuffice for an Anſwer to the Eſprit 
forts (or Strong Heads , 'as they call them :) We 
will an{wer the Objeions of others in our next. 
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A Continuation of the 


REFLECTIONS 


Upon the 


MIRACLE 
DAUPHINE: 


WITH 
An Examination ot the Queſtion, 


Whether the Time of Miracles be 
abſolutely ceaſed ? 


N Our former Letter we have fully anſwered 
what hath been advanced by thoſe called 
Strong Heads , to encounter with the Verity of 


the Fat hapned in Dazphine, in the Perſon of a 
Shepherdeſs : 
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herdeſs : It is now time to take Notice of 
ons that have much more Wit, and which 
= can by no means ſuſpe of the leaſt choughr 
rending to Infidelity ; bat yet cannot withour 
good Reaſons do otherwiſe , than call in queſtian 
the Accident here treated of. Let us now hear 
what they have to ſay: They fay in the firſt 
yn That we are not now in the Age of Mi- 
, thar long ſince paft. This Maxim 
pr pre Sug to wW the Controverſies of theſe 
have given ſo much Authority amon 
us, — ro bn anderſiood | in a found Senle. 
We are not, it is very true , in the Age of Mi- 
CO— preſent: Thar is to fay, we have nar 
=o bt g us, as God has be- 
Goweds Gifrof Tongues, or of Healing upon, 
and ſuch as can ordinarily , and whenever they 
_ pur the Omniporence of God into a@: 
we muſt own to. be true. - And for this 
Reaſonit is, that when we fee a 'poor ſorry Fryar 
running all Exrope over to'Heal the Sick , to,give 
Hearing tothe Deaf , and to reſtore Sight to the 
Blind , and prerending - ro Bles the Chriſtian 
Armics ; -254f the Succefs of their Arms depended 
upen his Bleſſings; we dare boldly then pro- 
nounce, that = tara an- 
Impoſtor. When they tel{ us of Miraculous 
Cures, that have been done = 
Lady, 'and by the Reliques 
may then without 'Hefiration aver, Tharthels are | 
but Tridks and Tintons. And the Redfon Gn 
CICAT: - 
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clcar: For that God jn the, Ages of true and-jndu- 
bitable Miracles, never made uſe. of fuch Ways, as 
theſe in order ro work Miracles. Did the Prophets 
.and Apoſtles ever make ule of the Images of, their 
Predeceſſors? Did they .cver, , Conſecrate their 
Bones or their Aſhes? Did, they eyer make uſe 
of them ro work Prodigies or Exzraordinary 
things? One .ſingle Reſurreftion . cauted by a 
Dead mans rouching the Aſhes of - Elt/eus,, can be 
no ſufficient ground for theſe Vain ani! Idolatrous 
Superlticions : For this is but one ſin2lednſtance, 
and one that had no. Conſequence tgugded upon 
neither, . Burl will aſſyre: you, my. Brethren , 
that the beſt way ro uaburthen our tclvcs of the 
Load of Popiſh Miraclcs, is not alwaysthat which 
our Pcople ordinarily fly zo ; which is utterly. to 
deny . the Matters of .Fadt.,1and, aiways to lays 
Thu is ws : (hw 1% a FT 1- 7 ih, Cheat of 
ſome Prieſt or Monk, This Agculatiap is indeed 
often very juſt; For it is certain, that the greateſt 
part of the Miracles: at, Popery are but Fablcs 
and Impoſtures, Bug yez.tor all ghis,ve mult. noe 
deny,, shat among thclc. Fall, Miracles there. ate 
many Matters of -FaCt-that arg rrug, The Writers 
of the Port Royal were extremely in” the' right , 
when they ſaid , There would. never have been, gny 
Falſe Miragtes , if there had, been .yone Trae, bar 
Fyca an,Cheats, axe. bur, Jmizazions; ob,4h& 
Truth... hat vac been. ſaid, by rhole; Gentloment 
of Miracſ.s 1p general , that 1, ſay; with,;much, 
confidence of the Miracles ot, Popery ;, That had! 
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Images and Reliques never done any true Prodi- 
gies, or Extraordinary thing at all, the Impo- 

ure could never h2ve been ſupported ſo long. 
All theſe Cheats oi Monks , and all the Tales of 
Legends, have been contrived and imitated upon 
che Platform 04 certain -Extraordinary Accidents, 
which at ſome; time or other have been procured 
in the preſence-of Images, and in the uſe of 
Reliques.. And the Scripture hath expreſly fore- 
told as much: It faith, That the Falſe Chriſts, 
and the Antichriſt, ſhall work Signs and Miracles, 
lo as to make Fire to come down from Heaven. 
It doth not ſay , That thefe will be always meer 
Impoſtures. It is not therefore to be doubred, bur 
that the Spiric of Lycs has ſometimes by God's 
Permiſſion wrought Real Prodigies, to maintain 
and cſtabliſh a Falſe and tb—_ Worlhip. 
So that ſuppoſing that the Gentlemen: of the 
Port Royal had thoſe Inconteſtable - Proofs , that 
they pretended to, for the Miracles of their Holy 
Thorn, I ſhould not Conccit ever the better of 
Popery for that, nor ſhould it be this that 
thould induce me to think the better of Jax- 
ſem|m. 

H-re then you have ſhewed unto you the 
Senlc in which that Maxim , Zhat we are not new 
in the Age of Miracles, is true. Bur if hereby ir 
be underitood, that fince the Apoſtles and their 
Age. God hath confin'd himſelf within the courſe 
ot Second Cauſes, fo that he doth no longer any 
thing, but according to the Laws of the Machin : 
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Thar he ſpeaks no longer to Man by the Extra- 
ordinary Actions of Providence ; and {6 thar all 
the Prodigics and Events that are accounted 
Miraculous, arc cither Counterteit, or Natural 
ones. If, 1 ſay, this Senſe be given to this 
Maxim, this is one of the greateſt Miſtakes thar 
can be, and even the moſt Dangerous one. The 
quite contrary to which is precitcly true; that is, 
Thar God never ccaſed ro give Extraordinary 
Teſtimonies ot his Goodneſs , or of his Juſtice, 
or of his VYower; and that by ſuch Miraculous 
Events, as being either againſt the Laws of Na- 
rure, or elſe above them , arc notwithſtanding 
this diſpenſed with by a ſingular Providence ot 
God ar certain times, to awaken the Atrention of 
Mankind. ' Where do we find that God has 
Marked out certain Ages, out of which he hath 
ryed his Hands from Working any thing Extra- 
ordinary more? If there ever have been ſich 
Ages as theſe, they were certainly thoſe wherein 
the Covenants were cſtabliſhed. 1 find not above 
rwo or three of rhele Ages: Thar in which God 
Renewed his Covenant with Mankind in general, 
in the Perlon of Nezh; that in which God mad<c 
a Covenant wich Abraham, tor his Poſterity ; and 
that in which Mv/es gave to the People the 
Covenant and Occonomy of the Law. This Age 
of Moſes abounded with Miracles , and thoſe 
very great Miracles; if ever there were ſuch. 
| am well farisfied, chat this was very neceſſary 


to confirm the Covenant which Moſes gave to 
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a People Naturally Unbelieving , and , that ftill 
called for Signs. But Þ/es and Foſbua hci 
new dead, and the Pcople put in Poſſefſion of 
the Land of Canaax ; and the Service of God 
now Eſtabliſhed in the Farm preſcribed by the 
Law, without any Contradiction ; behold now 
the Age of Miracles, according 'to the preſent 
Notion, quite paſt. For -co what purpoſe ſhould 
God continue his Extraordinary Operations , 
when he had no longer any Covenant to Eſta- 
bliſh; if it were crue; thar Miracles were only 
detign'd - far the Ages-of the Covenants? And 
yet one ſees in; the: Hiſtory of the Old Teſta- 
ment, That from the time of Moſes, to the 
Deſtruction of the Firſt Temple , God gave from 
time co-Ttimic certain Extraordinary Marks of his 
Power , by. Miraculous Events, +. Nor was this 
any longer fixed ro particular Perſons, as for- 
metly to Moſes and Joſhaa ; ' in whoſe Hands 
God ſeemed to have depoſited his very Omni- 
porency it telf. Had not the Prophets the Power 
of working Miracles Do we not ſte- that 
Samuel, Jeremy, Fzetiel , Daniel, and almoſt all 
the reſt., confirm'd cheir Words -by Miracles ? 
And nor only fo, bur from time to time God 
( when he faw good ) wrought Signs and Mira- 
cles before the very Eyes of the People. Why 
then would they have the Agcs of-the [ 
beſt favoured ? - The Apoltles Ape, was (I con- 
feſs ) the truc Age of Miracles. And 'it may 
be that ſince their time there have not been 
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any men , who could ordinarily work Miracles. 
Bur it is very falſe, That ſince that time God 
hath never wrought any Extraordinary Work , 
cicher by men, or without men. + Neither is it 
only in the Charch , nor only with reſpc& to 
the Church, that God has in all Ages wrought 
Events above the Ordinary courie of Nature ; 
bur with reipet ro Mankind in general, and to a 
general Providence. This is a Truth that might 
be ſupported by a Thouſand -and a Thouſand 

drawn our of Hiſtories, as well Sacred 
as Profanc —- _ it is apparent , _ there 
have ha in all Ages Prodigies Sur- 
prizing Things, both againſt and above the 
ordinary Couric of Nature. 

I know very well, that the Weak Heads, who 
ſuffer themſelves ro be carryed away dy 
and extravagant Imaginations. and its of 
the Bolder Wits, treat all theſe Miraculous Acci- 
dents as meer Fiftions. I know very well alſo, 
that among theſe Relations of Prodigies there arc 
{ome that are altogether. falſe ; and orhers en- 
larged upon; and others again overmuch aggra- 
vated. I know very well in the laſt place, that 
by reaſon of the mixture of True and Falſe , It 
is not very calic to know precilcly what is True 
and what is Falſe. Bur to conclude that: all 1s 
Falſe , and hereupon to ſet up a Pyrrhe- 
nias Scepticiſim in Hiſtory , which ſome. of thc 
Fine Wits of this Age go about to. do; this 1s 
(in. my Opinion ) the greateſt Raſhneſs in the 

World, 
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World, and one of the greateſt Extravagances 
into which the Mind of man can poſlibly fall, 
and a fort of Madneſs , that ſeems tro me to be 
ſcarce Human. And the more is the Pity , there 
is ſomething in ir beſides that is worſe than 
Madneſs. For theſe Whole-fale Scepticks in 
Hiſtory entice men by degrees into Impicty ; 
and encourage a certain Spirit ot Libertiniſm 
that is quite oppoſite to all Religion. Thele 
Gentlemen raile their own private Judgments 
above all the Teſtimonies in the World , whe- 
ther Living or Dead; and will needs have it, 
That even men that ſhall ſay and afhrm , 7 have 
ſeen it, 1 have heard it; muſt needs be Lyars. 
Certainly this is to fall foul upon a great part of 
Mankind at once. 

I am fo well perſwaded of the. Falſneſs of 
this Maxim, 7hat God hath now left off al! Extra- 
ordinary Operations, that I believe in my Con- 
ſcience, that there is not any one Country or 
Town, that might not afford a. true , a fair, and 
a very large Hiſtory of ſuch Supernatural or 
Extraordinary Accidents in their own Precins 
and Territories; Such as are Signs appearing in 
the Heaven or in the Earth , Prodigies and 
Monſters, Miraculous. Dreams, or other ſuch 
like things, that betoken the Providence of God, 
and the Care "He takes. of Mankind. But men 
are in this reiped&t regardleſs to a Prodigy, and 
even to Stupidity it felt, When any thing very 
Extraordinary happens, the Common People 
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ſtartle at ir for the preſent ; the Wiſer fort laugh 
at it; and in a few days they = / no more 
| 


of it. For Inſtance, There is a Publick Noto- 
riety of Fact which I find ſtill in this Country ; 
That in the Ycar 1672, when the Eng/iſh were 
upon the Coaſts with a formidable Naval Army, 
juſt ready ro enter into the Rivers and Ports 
of this Country, to finiſh what the French had 
already fo tar advanced ; there were two Ebbs in 
one Day, and that without any Flow at all: 
Which retarded the Enemies Fleer, and gave time 
to that of this Country, to oppoſe their dcligns. 
Art that time every Body rook notice of it; 
many Perſons of good Credit aſſured me of ir. 
Bur who is there , that gave any Arrention to {0 

ta Marvel? And did not this deſerve well, 
to be formally put among rhe Publick Records ? 
The Inhabitants of Mar/{and-Slayce were more 
exat upon the occaſion of a Prodigy , that was 
ſecn in the Air by certain Seamen, a little betore 
the War which CromweZ made againſt this State : 
There were ſcen in the Air Armics, Engage- 
ments, and rhe Shapes of Lions coming trom 
different parts of the Heavens, which made 
divers forts of Motions: The Magiſtrates of the 
Place cited theſe Perſons ro their Town-Hall , 
where they rook their Depoſitions upon Oath. 
And I my ſelf have ſeen, and.rcad a Copy of 
their Informations Never was there any fort 
of Prodigy , that has afforded more frivolous 


Stories than that 'of Apparitions in che Clouds. 
Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding, this Inſtance ſhews , that it is 
not Reaſonable ro hold all that is faid of this 
kind for Fabulous. For there can be no Reaſon 
to Accuſe mcn of Lying and Impoſture , thar 
Depoſe upon Oath what hath paſſed before their 
own Eyes. 

I will Conclude aftcr this, That no Soul 
(that has a truc ſenſe of God ) will Temera- 
riouſly pronounce , That the Age of Miracles 
is now paſt; ſo that God doth nothing any 
longer immediately, or above the Common Laws 
of Nature. All that has been Written againſt 
Preſages in this Age are bur ſo many Sportings 
of Wir, that ſerve to no other End, bur to call 
the Providence of God in queſtion. Theſe Gen- 
rlemen think they have done Wonders , when 
they have Tacked rogether a Parcel of Prodi- 
gies that were thought ſignificant, and yet 
nothing followed them. They ought ro remem- 
ber, that their Knowledge 1s too narrow to 
comprehend every thiag , and that they are not 
lngenious enough to dive into the Deſigns of 
Providence, nor into all the Refemblances that 
arc berwixt the Lvents and the Signs which God 
gives to Mankind , to Forewarn them ot chem. 
All Prodigies and Prefages are not necetiarily 
deſigned ro Beroken diſmal and ſad Events ; 
their uſe is to render mens Minds attentive to 
the Works of God, and to excite m th:m a 
Beiict of a Divine Providence. It God {caves 
{ome Ambiguities in Freiages ; if he (ends them 

not 
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not at all times; and if we cannot diſcern the 
reaſon why he ſends them one time and nor 
another; we ought not to be concerned For 
this is the moſt uſual Courſe of God Almighty, 
he Diſcovers himſelf in part, and Hides himlſclt 
in part: He leaves ſome Diff-u'tics 11 every 
thing, and Stones of Stumbling for Rebe:lious 
and Unbclieving Spirits. And this is the firſt 
thing I have to ſay upon the Occaſion of this 
Maxim, 7 hat the Age of Miracles is now paſt. 


See here now a Sccond ; who hath In- 
formed theſe Gentlemen, That this ſame Time 
of Miracles is ſo paſt, as never to return atamm. 
| would not be thought abſolutely to aſſure any, 
That an Age is now coming in which there 
ſhall be Men and Saints feen with Miraclcs, as 
in former Days. Burt really I ice a great deal 
of likelyhood of it notwithſtanding ; and it may 
be Miracles are as neceſſary tro conſummate the 
Eſtabliſhing of the Reign of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
they were to begin ir. What is alrcady come 
to paſs, is nothing in compariſon of what is yet 
behind : The Converſion of rhe Jews, and that 
of the reſt of :.1c Pagans, and the Fall of Babel, 
arc ſuch great Works , that according to the Or- 
der in which God ordinarily doth Extraordinary 
Works, they who ſhall accompliſh them may 
very probably” be furniſhed with Miracles to 
Amaze men, and bcat down rhe Rebellion of 
their? Spirits. Above all, The Converſion of the 

Jews 
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'Jews can never be wrought without Miracles , 1 


believe I may ſafely affirm ir without Raſhneſs. 


For this is the Character of that Nation, 7he 
Jew ſeeks a Sign. And the Opiniatrety of this 
unhappy People: is now mounted - ro ſuch a 
piock that God: muſt - be torc'd ro employ all 
is moſt powerful 'Engines to overcome it. As 
to the Converſion of the Infidel Nations, which 
we allo expe, it is truc that it may be ac- 
compliſh'd withour Miracles , as there have been 
lo many Nations Conyerted already (ſince the 
Death of che Apoſtles) only by the | Preaching 
of the Goſpel. Yet this great Work will never 
be brought about, until God ſhall adverrtize us 
of it by ſuch Events and Signs, as being not 
performed by Men, will the better ſhew us the 
Finger of God, For what relates to the Fall of 
Babylm , and the Reiurretion of the Church , 
which we expeRt in a little time ; this is fo 
great a Work, that it is no wonder at all, that 
God gives us ſuch Extraordinary Signs and Pre- 
lages of | it, and thoſe|ſo very ſignificant. It may 
be, there were never ſeen ſo many as have hapned 
within theſe, Three Years, without looking any 
higher. One muſt be very dull. (in my Opinion) 
nor to ſee, and not to icel the Hand of God, 
and his. very Finger jn what hapned in the 
Church of St. Malo's, by the Fall of a Thunder- 
Bolt ; and in the Strokes of Heaven , which have 
burnt and beaten down ſo many Churches 
withia this ewo laſt years.; in this dreadful 

F ſhaking 


may, the A 
aſtly , Þ ſez: no cauſe why*' one ſhould ' be 
obſtinates, as: nor to: (ee) a- Mirabolout: Token of 
the Wilt of God in -chofe "Singings thar have 
been, heard in the Air 'at the! begintiing/ of this 
Perſedcurion. Not v0 be rouch d} witty this IV 
rack » Men will. be witful' Doubters: - And yet 
there may , be. fouhd itt - Frame above Thirt 
thouſand: Witnciics ofvit.  Abaffenr Witerns, w 
was a Preachor/ in the Cevemnes, and held Aſſem- 
blcs: here fop the tpace of almoſt Two years; 
brought us abour Thirty or Forry at one time ; 
and we have cir from his ew Mouth, - chat He 
himſelf heart theſe: wonderful Singings {everal 
r11mes; F | , ; % 

Now to have the fatigfaRion of Treating this 
as a'Fidtion, ir is ſuggeſted by ſome, That even 
in our: Seventh Lerrernot the / firſt Year of oor 
Paſtorals ,. we: have" reſared: ng buo' Hear- 
ikys. —— woule tliey but 
rake tho. pains: to! Read*, tity > would: fihd: tliar 
| have girer.thee Certificates of Mywfiew Maippey, 
Monſrur Bergeret, Monfeeur de la Bordette , Ma 
damoijetle de: Formalagaes 51 Monſieur de V ableſcure, 
a Gentleman: of the Ceneayes, who (aid te! henrd- 
Sung, it the Air frve ov fix. of) the Verſes of the® 
falchi Pſalm. Since which 1 have retcived . and 
have naw in; my  Guaſtody. the Feſtimwory of 

Monſieur 


GD 


Monſieur de Ia Baſtide of Tourtelon, Son to the 
faid YValleſcure, who Atteſts the ſame thing with 
his Father. I have alſo Reported the Teltmoeny 
of Madamoiſelle de Vebren ; who aſſures me, 
thar fat: bas Sitingatibed ih” clmſe vtiracylous 
Singing# abtve. Thiury: at - ove Plalens.) 1 ave 
{ beſides: alt che) thc Atreſtation ot Morena ds 11 
Gar dhicalle, « Gentleman of Honour, who now 
in this Country , who hath Depoled berwixt my 
Hands, and 4nakci Preſcnge of five: other Gentle- 
mam; ft! rhe Girguaaſtantes of »thoſe 'Singings , he 
having heard them\HhimitH, wachin Two thondeed 
Paces of ., the Town! :of- #478. © The 'Trych 
whereof ;he afſured'He upon 'ath , nay -avith 
Tears. this Eyes;inot being able 'to think of 
this. Mitado, | withoue beiay, (onfibly toudlidy/ 1 
have ral" he. Dapaſitions :of [11wo 2takabitdnts 
atxl Bu of 'thc Town of: Magverim ih Ar 
trx.,, Who ſpeak itras Eye witneſs? And 
laſtrof- all; here tis the Lerrer of one (Worhoulr de 
Beſſe,, written: from Swifferlansl : It - is] roo 'Re- 
warkable--upon this Subjeft,, - not- ro 'be! wade 
is 4 3661 , U9C 
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SIR, 


" are a Multitude of People that fay. 
** they have heard in Fraxce'the Sound of 

* a Trumpet, and the Singing of Pſalms , all 
© coming out of the Air. But perhaps I am 
* the only Man of France, that is a Refwgie in 
** this City, that can ſay, that I have heard it my 
« {elf in an infinire number of places The firſt 
& uP laſt was'the firſt time that 1 had this 
© priviledge in @ Place called YViane , which is in 
+* the Upper Laryguedoc, There it was that I 
** heard the Sound of a Trumpet art Berlijeres, 
** which is in the Neighbourhood of Yiaxe ; I 
©*. beard'the Sound of a Trumpet , togerher with 
0 — any much Reſemblance ro the 
** Singing of our Pſalms: But I heard this Har- 
** mony_in- ſo admirable a manner near Sr. Sebe, 
'* hard by Rovergae ; and (o did the Siewr Calas, 
* our Clerk, and an-Uncle of his,” as welt as 'my 
* Self, that we all Three rogether lifred. up ovr 
'* Hands to Heaven, being Raviſhed and Charmed 
* with what we heard: I croſſed Rovergae , Ge- 
« vaudan. Auvergne, the Foreſts, the Lyonnos, and 
* a partof Savoy; and in all theſe Places I heard 
* either the Trumpet, or the Harmony : Bur 1 
** obſerved, that in the Plains it was always the 
-»* Trumpet, and in the Vales always the Har- 
* mony: And this hapned both by Day and by 
** Night 


(37) 

—_——_—__ in the Night in a more clear 
*and diſtin manner than in the Day ; you may 
** eaſily imagine the Reaſon of that. Before I 
* had this ady my ſclf, I always flighted 
** ſuch as ſpoke of it; and 1 was uſed to tell 
* them, That this would be a Miracle, and that 
**it was not neceſſary for God ro work ſuch in 
* theſe days; becauſe he is not now to eſtabliſh 
* a New Religion, nor to authorize the Vocation 
* of certain Perſons to perſwade men to it. But 
* I am now convinced of the Truth of it by my 
* own Ears. Some have imagined it to be the 
** Singing of certain Perſons met together in rhe 
** Woods , or in the Caves: But they are de- 
** ceived, for I have heard the very ſame thing 
* in an infinite number of Places; and even at 
'* the yery time that I heard it at Y7ave, and: 
** at Berljeres, others heard it at Mazamet, and 
**in the Cevenes; as appeared by many Letters 
* written from theſe Hills. This is fo true, that 
* Five Gentlemen of Mazamet were brought into 
* the Priſons of Caſtres, for having faid , That 
'* they heard the Sound of a' Trumper, and the 
* Singing of Pſalms, coming our of the Air. And 
'* Menfeur 1a Poire: of Viane was brovohi into 
the ſame Priſons, by two Souldiers of the Regi: 
"© ment of Coningsmart, for- having {ſpoken t 
fame Truth: But they were not there aboye 
* Twenty four Hours; and when they were 
« diſcharged , they were forbid to tay- any more 
"of it. 1 was ſhill at V:anecat Monfiewr Ha Poites 

** Return. 
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** Retuca. I haye alfo: cou a, Letrer of. Moyer 
* Deſcalimels, wrinca tw Aladamoiſelie de Sewverac 
© his _— , Where hc takes ape way ro Fo that 
"*he had beard a Symphony that Ravidh'd him; 
* and that p 3g de 7 ty diy ie 
*alſo. 1 had agreat deſire ro communicate this 
* News to you , that you might acquaint our 
* Friends with it; but c{pecially the Renowned 
** Monficur Claude : Be fo Kind as to entreat them 
* ro make no doubt of it upon the afſurance 
© that you have of my Sinccrity. I have ſorgor 
** c@ tell you , that the Trumpet ſounds: always 
** as if an Army wcre going to Charge, and that 
© the Harmony is like a:Compolition of many 
* Voices , and of an infinite aumbcr of Muſical 
* Inftruments., and that ſometimes more and 
5+ ſometimes leſs Ravithing , . according ,to the 
* ſituation of the Vales. . You will oblige ,me 
* execedingly, to let me know what Conzectures 
* you ſhall make upon it ; in the mcan .cime 41 
** wil nd you minc. 1 do bþclicve yhat . the 
* Trumpet is a ſign of a- Cruel Wag,, that will 
* be made in a fittle time; and that ,ghe Hae- 
* mony comes from che Mouths of Angels;, wio 
* £o put our Enemics in the laſt 'Contuſlien -; 
** Thunder aut, the Praiſes pf God , .at a time 
*' when; cheſe ; Wrerched Nan. forb'd, x, tg Ke- 
© tated Ghriſkans. This War wall, raOlL.pro- 
* hably, be made; agaiaſt.chole, who;ar-this. rims 
* make it againſt ws in the, moſt .barharous; and 

** unjuſt manncy. that can bet For we;very well 

Lab 5 06 ® know, 
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"know, that God puniſhes (ſooner or later) the 
** Qureajtes corfifitred wpon- Hs Chifdttf, 25 once 
« zppeared in the Example of PP as hd Het 
« ro#, and mwhy others God pratitt us the 
I nift-of this Spirit! 6f Confolitiva 3nd Coriſtanicy, 
«<rhar: we may bear 'up agaitift theſe Evif days; 
and thar he may beſtow bperd in are Happineſs 
"of being in + Capacity to pa8''rhemi toperfice, 

is the moſt ardent defirwof ory whio'is, 
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in France, not bein ng able ro get out of the' 
Kingdom ;- bur ar la four rtteans'to Eſtape. | 
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I do Avow , That after ſo many. Teftimonies 
of fuch as ſay, 7 have heard, and 1 have ſeen ; 
I have not the hardyneſs to believe, that all 
theſe People are Lyars: And am willing with all 
my. Heart to paſs for one of a poor Inconſjdera- 
ble Spirit , without any Judgment , and for ont 
overgone in Viſzons and Reyclations. However, 
I hope, I have ſtill ſufficient Judgment to di- 
Atinguiſh what is probable from what is not, and 
Doubtful things from certain : And for this Rea- 
ſon I ſhall forbear to ſay any thing of man 
other Prodigics that arc much {poken of abroad, 
and whoſe Realiry rime may perhaps diſcoyer. 
However that may be; that much that is un- 
queſtionable, is ſufficient to perſwade me , That 
God is now ready ro do his Work, and thac 
therefore he will beſtow Signs upon us ro 
ſtrengthen and confirm our Expectations, and 
ro awaken the Enemies of our Holy Recligion , 
_ ay may give the better Attention to the 


This is one of the Objeions of our Infidels: 
To what end , fay they, ſhould God work Mi- 
racles in theſe days } * We haye no need &f them 
to confirm our Religion: It is not a new Diſpen- 
fation that we are going about to cſtabliſh. If 
God had had any Reaſon to work Miracles , he 


ſhould have wr them. rather in = Laſt 
Age, when our Re began ro Preach their 
Doctrine firſt. 
- n 
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.,.In.che firſt, place I Anſwer, That: whan-omte 
' one aſlumgs to. ones | {cit the") Liberty of: asking , 
Queſtions - of God, and of demanding of hitn 
the Reaſons of what he doth , one may ' then 
pracced far enough - Why did Go& cauſe the 
[[raclites to pals. aver the' Red Sea, when -hic 
brought them- our of Ezypr ; and. not; -xather 
conduct.them by that flip Jy Land that parts the 
Mediterranean from the Red Sea > That . had 
been the ſhorteſt Cut to the Holy Land. Where- 
fore did he make. an Aſs to ſpeak ?' : Why did he 
permit, that Sampſon , fo exprels.a Type of Jeſus 
Chriſt , ſhould do ſo many, ſtrange and -unjuſti 
fiable Actions? And, why did he confine this 
mans Strength to his Hair > Why, would he 
trouble Himſelf ro work ſo many Miracles before 
Men, in order to Convert them z He-needed but 
ro accompany. the Preaching: of, the Apoſtles , 
with fuch a.; Victorious Grace , as, ſhould-oyet- 
come a!l the . Contradictions of their Hearts. 
It's ncicher ſafe-nor becoming to ſearch for Diffi- 
cultics in, the .Condu@ ot. God Almighty, . and 
To call hin in queſtion for his Mechods: Why 
hath he halen. poor Shepherdets to; he-the 
Tuſtrument of this great Miracle? Why did he 
do this in the turther end of Dauphine > Why 
did he not rather chooſe a- larger Theatre? - All 
Perſons that have but a little Penetration ,- will 
be ſufficicatly ſenſible, that / an, Anſwer .may+ be 
made to all theſe Queſtions: But were there mo 
An(wer at all to be made ro them, that would 
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impure ; Ks 
They have ſtudied out and inveneed wacked 


Knowing as well as upon che Simple. y 
Projudices become morc inſuperable, and Popery 
hath recovered new ſtrengrh cvery whore. They 


And therefare do not at all wonder, that the 
Providence of God begins now to interpoſe its 
Power, as ng a greater Enemy vo ſubju- 
gare, Ir is allehed | That the Proofs from 
God's Word arc ſufficient ; they are {@ withour 
queſtion ; and therefore rheſe Miracks. are not 
intended in the leaſt to Prove our Religion, but 
x0 oblige our Adverſarics to give fair Attention 


Aſtaniflement wilt oblige thera to apply them» 
ſclyes, and to cxaminc the Truth WASTES 
G 2 ne 
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ne; witkour-Paſlidn. We have no-need of theſe 
Confirmations , fay others. And therefore (fay 
1)>-c is: nor” for us principally, that theſe Signs 
aregiven.: It isfor Misbelievers-;-and yer ſhould 
not-we bur elves; ( alchough our Faith hive no 
need 'of fuch new Supports ) i'yer' be"very pla, 
that God . works' ſuch great Marvels ih 6ur' be- 
halves? Have not" we great need ro be fortified 
in 6ur expeRtance of rhe accompliſhing of Gods 

Promiles? . <3. bs 744 | 
iLaſt'of all, fome (ay, Who'is 'it' that believes 
theſe Signs?. and ,, why ſhould God -do Miracles 
for:Perſons that have no Faith. in them > Where 
do you find any Converted by them? It may 
be they that Talk thus”, have little Reafon to 
eſteem rhemlſclves for all - che World: - They 
eught not- to conclude , That what'-Coes them 
no,good , is therefore wholly uſeleſs*ro others. 
There.are a vaſt -number of Simple and Devour 
Souls, who behold in ir the Finger ' of God', 
and give. him the Glory of it... If thefe hath 
—_— Conyerrat+by it as:yer;;, it dothindt 
waithat it-wilh be! therefote..always! uſclels. 
Thei Crops of - Corn are a long time hid in the 
_— , before they + make- any - appearance + 
&<. 4 W li.oc 2 ; i 
I know but one thing more, that theſt Genrls- 
meg often rel} us. {Fo believe (layortiey )- furh 
Toys as theſe, - would (be -ro :give room for 
Papiſts, to ſcatter about rheir ' falſe Miracles. 
Haye' we made fo much noiſe againſt cheir Le- 
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gends, and do we go to ſet .up others in their 
ſteads > How ſhall we at another rime deny our. 
Belicf ro thoſe numerous Fablcs., which Popery 
impoſes upon - us for Truths ; if we once give 
credit to a Story in all reſpeRs like the: Fictions 
rejected by 'us? I do avow, that I ſcarce have 
patience to admit of ſuch Compariſons as theſe. 
What *realon is there to compare the 'Fact 
whereof we now Treat , -to the places where 
Popery ſets up an Office of Miracles ; where 
the Sick, the Blind , the Deaf, ' the: Lame find" 
Miraculous Cure for having performed a -Newf- 
wvaine , or Nine days Prayer only > To certain 
Miracles wrought b<etwixt four Walls ,, and 
whereof there are no better Proofs than Heaps of 
Crurtches behind a Door , or: ſome Intle Paltry 
Book, of as much Authoriry- as Almanacks , or 
the Teſtimonies of ſome two or three Impo- 
Plrous Monks or Prieſts? Is there any Juſtice , 
I-lay , to compare ſuch things as theſe ro a 
Notorious Fact, - which hath Lonned and con: 
rinacd #6f Eight ori Nine Months together, inthe 
fohr of -the- rerye Enemies of the Truth ?.. The 
Miracles '&f the Legends are for the'moſt pare 
Ridiculous, Impertincene, and Unworthy of the 
Majeſty of God: As for. Inſtance; Here is a 
Fry afſauked and beaten by tho Devil: Here 
is ner Fryar. that. went abour to Ear certain 
lirele Birds roaſted upon a Spit ,- and- afterwards 
repenting him of His . Liquocith-Toown , | drew 
them oil again ; and making. the ſign of ;.the 
2M Crols 
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ht 


i 
Doth it follow , that becaulc 


iovenced 2 chouſhad Fabulous Fictions, that there- 
fore we arc to deny_Ceedir to conſtant, certain, 
and well-pro ved Truths? Is this Reaſonable : 
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formed che Newfvaine ( or Vine ry 
near ſome Saint , and after the rou 
_— Relick. Bar beſides rhar, this might have 


eth, ate but Equivocal ones: But 
now here , there is nothing at all that is Equi- 
vocal; for it is impoflible, - To the Devil ſhould 
deſtroy the Honour and Adoration of Creatures, 
where j ſo well finds his Account, and which 
hath reſtored him a true Paganiſm in the Place 
of that which he loſt. 
Laſtly, ſome may ſay, What is the Conſt- 
of all this ; 4 what is the Concluſion . 
> has ſhould be drawn, and rhe uſe that ſhould 
be made of the Signs that God beſtows in fa- 
vour of the Proteſtant Religion? The Con- 
cluſion that ſhould be drawn from it is; That 
God ſhewing (in favour of the Proteſtant Reli- 
OT ſuch Signs as he never ſhewed before, 
intend ro do thar for ir char he- 


by 
and this ignorant and ;fir le Shepherdeſs , 
he inſpires ro perform Di Divine Service in 
Tranccs, exactly in. the manner that we uſt 
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(48) 
co perform it before our Diſperſion and iRuine , 
are ſo many certain and manifeſt Proofs ; thar 
God approves our Worſhip and Religion ; and 
are. ſuch Prelages to us, as I look upon as un- 
queſtionable, thar he will not only nor ſuffer 
the Work of the Keformarion ( which our Fore- 
Farhers have (o happily begun ) to fall co the 
ground ; bur allo that he will carry it on to its 
fartheſt Perietion. What we ask of the Papiſts 
is not, that they will (upon the Credit of theſe 
Miracles } believe the Truth of what we propoſe 
to them ; but that they will be cured of their 
Prejudices by them , and that they will care- 
fully examine the Signs , that they may (ce 
whether they proceed from the Devil, and the 
Spirit of Lyes, or no. And that they will open 
their Eycs, that they ,may hear without Paſlion 
the Arguments we, bring them, That their 
Religion is Truc and Real -Antichriſtioniſm 

Laſt of all, Afrcr all that hath been faid, 
whatever Difficulry may be found in the thing, 
we- ought to hold ro what ſhall be found borh 
well proved and well known : For there is no- 
thing that niakes a man look -more Ridiculous 
in Converſation , than after all the Proofs of 
Fa@ poſlible, {till ro pronounce 7hs is impoſſible ; 
and | wn without giving any other Reaſon: For 
Proofs of FaQt can never be deſtroyed, but by 
other Proofs of Fat moreſtrong and convincing. 
But now never any Event or Accident in the 


World, had more ſpeaking or. lively Proofs , =_ 


- (49) 
chis hath. And ſince we ſpoke of this in our 
former Paſtoral, there have appeared in Publick 
many more Atteſtations of Perſons that have 


both ſeen, agd beagd it, 2nd that were E 
witnaſſes of |. "yy 
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LETTER 


From a Gentleman of 


DAUPHINE 


To one of his Friends at 


GENEVA, 


Containing what he heard ſaid of 
ISABEL VINCENT 


THE 


SHHEPERDESS 


Printed fuſt at Geneva, and Reprinted at 
Amiltcrdam, and now done into Enplith 
from the French Copy. 


SIR, 
Ou were pleaſed ro ſend ro Me for thc 
News about the young Girl that you were 
of ; and I had not deferred fo long to give 


you 


© S 


you an Account of this Wonder, had I not 
waited for: ſome Particulars more at large. Her 
name is /jabel Vincent , Daughter to one Fohn 
Vincent of the Liberty of Saow in Dauphine, Aged 
abour Fifteen Years; She can neither Write nor 
Read. She was heard on the Third of the 
Month of Febraary, as She lay in her Bed, to 
{peak the Mighty things of God. Her God- 
tather, with whom ſhe ſerved as his Shepherdeſs, 
and who dwelr there. and the ocher People that 
Lived in the faid Houſe with him, believed ic 
to: Proceed from ſome Lightneſs in her Head ; 
bur perceiving it to continue for ſeycral Nights, 
they went to her Bed-ſide ro awake Her, but 
were not able : She till ſpoke as before. She 
ſpeaks with her Eyes Cloſed, putting out her 
Hands one after another ; Afrer which She ſings 
Leve le Ctur (or Lift up your Heart) or fome 
other Palm to the End : After this She Expounds 
levcral Paſlages our of the Holy Scriptures, with 
a pretty ſlrong Voice, and then makes Her Appli- 
cation on the preſent Good or Evil Circum- 
ſtances - of the Church; or on the Repentance 
of a Sinner, which is ever the principal End 
of all her Exhortations : She ſpeaks very good 
French inall her Exhortations, excepting that ever 
and anon , when the falls upon the Abuſes of 
the Keman Church, the ſpeaks her own Natural 
Language : But when ſhe awakes, ſhe doth nor 
remember that the ſpoke any thing, neither can 
the ſpeak any French at all; And after her 

H z Exhor- 


Extemporary Praycr, 2nd that cither whar 
ſhe had 1: SA el Ge the 
preſence Afﬀiittion of the Church , which ſhe 
torctels will be bur Short , bur very Viokm. 
Art ether times ſhe Treats alſn of Mautrers of 
Controverly, in which ſhe Expounds ſome Point 
or other with wondertul clcarnels, which the 
chovles according to the Occurence of the time : 
As for laſtance, Upon Faſter Fve ſhe choſe the 
matter of the Ewchary/t for hcr Subject, and ſpoke 
very pertiacutly upon it; But more eſpecially 
ſhe made certain Compariſons neces 2 the 
Maſs, which I never heard any make before , 
whercot this is one, She clapped both hor Hands 
together, and then turned them feveral ways , 
ſaying, Dcar Chriſtian Brethren (for fo ſhe begins 
molt commonly) ſuppoſe rhcele ro be a couple of 
Silver Plates; look upon them on this fide and 
on that, there can be nothing in the VVorld 
more Gay or Glittering , the Work-man hath 
Poliſhed them and made them look very fine; 
but now open them and look withinſide , Ir is 
a Void, there is nothing within; and rhis the 
ſhewed T opzning her rwo Hands again : Juſt 
by TED Dag 

ing mn ord more Gawdy in appearance, 
is promiles much to rhe fight ; Bur if you Jook 
but on the inſide, rhere is nothing. _— 

G 
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Gord by Adoring that which is dur Bread, and by 
ſcrring. the Creature'in the place of the+ Creatar: 
Go you not afrer the Infidels (for ſo ſhe calls 
them ofrcatimes } Above all, Communicate nor 
with them ; Rather ' Adminiſter the Communion 
among "your (clves: She  wonkd allo repeat the 
Pater, the Credo, the Awe Maria ,'che Comfiteer, 
all in Zatin, and char without miſhng one ſyiable: 
Afrer which the would fay to thole thar ſtood 
by, by way of derifcon, Doth it not Edific you 
very much, my Dear Chriſtian Brerhren,thar I have 
ſpoken to you fo many Words rhat you under- 
ſtand not, when you repeat them your ſelves? 
Look you, faid the , how rhey abuſe the poor 
People, appointing them fuch things as God bath 
not Commanded, and omitting thoſe things he 
hath Commanded |! My: Dear Chriftian Breehren, 
amend your Lives, God will have Mercy upon 
you; Search the Word of God whereever you 
find it. I ſhould write ro you more. than one 
Letter tro acquaint you with all that fhe Gid ; 
Ie would have made agreat Volum , if any had. 
raken che” pains to Colle all: All her Diſcourſes 
have a Marvellous Connexion in chem. Artimes 
the ceafes 'ro ſpeak for abour.a. quarter of an 
hour, after which ſhe reſumes the Thread of her 
Diſcourſe without mifling any one thing: As the 
has act Gdifcontinaed vo ſpeak 1fmce the time 1 
before rold you . '© this has drawn mo the 
places where the has been , Poople from many 
parts, a3 well withan 2s without the Province, 

um, 
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in-ſo much- that che matter could not be' con- 
cealed. The Siexr Boudra Licutenanc Particalier 
to the Yicarial of Cret, ordered: her ro be appre- 
hended by the Arches at Saow, as the followed 
her Flock on 7zeſday laſt, being the cighth Cur- 
rent : And thereupon after he had fnterrogated 
her upon four ſeveral Heads one by one, ſhe 
anſwered him Head by Head very Pertincntly 
and in good French , which the had nevcr done 
waking before. He ordered her to be conduted 
the nexr day, being the... Twenty ninth . to the 
Priſons of the. ſame CitF of Cree, and Intcrroga- 
red her ſeveral times; the aniwered him in very 
good and folid ſznie;; I ſhil! underitam| berrer 
the particulars of hcr Anſwers hzreafter, and ſhall 
inform you. I am juſt now informed that ſhe 
Preachcs in the Priſon, and that ſhe hath ſpoken 
every Night of late: And although -fhe is ſhuc 
up in the uppermoſt part of rhe Priſon, ia a 
Chamber very near to the Root, yet ſhe may 
be heard in the Street. Her Encmics Treat her 
as a Mad Woman, butſhe is not in the leaſt 1o, 
le is purely the Spirit of God that.-{peaks by 
her, it is not the Spirit of Lyes, as ſome: have 
rold you : For then he would labour to deſtroy 
himſelf, which would contradit the ſaying of 
our Savior, 7hat a Kingdom divided agtinſt it 
ſelf cannot /tand. The end of all her Exhor- 
ration rends to the Converſion of Sinners, and the 
Deſtruction of the Works -of the Devil : We 
ſhall ſee what conſequence ir will have, __ 
W 
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will communicate ro you what hal. paſs on' this 


Subje. 


The Followins Words were rela- 
ted to me þ perſons worthy of 
Credit, whe heard a them- 
ſelves. 


Here will be a Year in which the Sacks 

will be dearer than the Corn ; [The Se- 
cond Year, will be followed wuh::a. Famin ; 
And rhe Third , with. a 'Peſtilence that ſhall 
begin one the ſide of Rome, the Friday before 
Faſter-day : Since you cannot Communicate at 
Faſter, you would do well ro:faſt :. This was the 
Day on which Feſ«s Chriſt did Eat the Paſchal 
Lamb.; and 'if you cannot Communicate in 
wblick, do it in private; and what you have-done 
in ſecret, he ſhall repay you openly. 

There is a little Root that ſhall encreake by 
little and little ; Our, deliverance. alſo Hall cams: 
by lictle and little; like this little Root. » 

If any come that are .not of, the Faithful, 7 
ſhall catch them, tor I will ſay nothing at all. ;-a 


Have 
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Have» care eome fot hither vor of Curt- 
oſity; God will not be well pleaſed: if the 
Wicked come to make them ſport: Better « 
were for them that hor Coals of Fic 
ſhould paſs through their Mouths , than that 
they ſhould mock at the Word of God ; They 
beuer (wallow a Serpent with #{l irs Poy ſon; 
For a Serpent wounds but the Body ; but Satans 
Poyſon wounds barh Body and Soul. 
Lf all were obſerved that | ſhall Gy, « would 
contain as much as three Bibles of a Cubit Heighth. 
Ic is not I that ſpeak , but the Spiric char is 
within me: In the later Days your young People 
ſhall propheſy, and your Old Men ſhall dream, 
Dreams. T: 0 


le 0 . \ 

Tf you pray ; you fhall obtain Morey; fama 
cannot rcceive his Salary, ft he hath noe- 
Fazhſully ferved © Do: nor! you kke the Foolth 
Viegins : Keep your. Lamps ready : Flave a care 
teſt che Mecature bemg full, the Lot do not fall 
gpon you, but that your Fervent Prayers may 
mako it fall upon your Encnucs + Our Lard 
hath given us Forty rwo Months of Peeſecurion, 
we have no longer/time to-futfer, and our deli- 
verance ſhall be 4n the time of the Vinrage. 

The Day on which our Lord Jr'as Chrift was 
Crucificd , which was upon Fry42y, in rhe be- 
nning of the fai& Month, 'therothall' be # grear 
{ bur it- will nor "aſt + He will yer 
lmve Mercy upon tuch as have turned, but nor 


upon ſuch as have raken Penſions 


Ob- 
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. Obſerve, that before ſhe went to her Bed, 
ſhe deſired thar certain Children that were un- 
known to her might he put our of the Room : 
And it was believed, that it was that that gave 
the Spirit occaſion te ſay, That ſuch ſhould go our, 
that were not capabic to underſtand the Word. 


A fincere and true Relation of 
what was ſpoken by the Mouth 
of ISABEL VINCENT,), 
as ſhe Slept on the 2oth of 
May at Night, in the Year 
1 688. 


\ Frer ſhe had Sung the 42d Plalm, inf gu 
on oit le cerf braire (or, As the Hart pant- 
eth, &:) unto the next pauſe, with a clear and 
Audible Voice, without miſſing one- Muſical Note, 
the then made a lictic ſtop , and then ſpoke of 
the neceſſity of hiding the Word of God ; fay- * 
ing, that it ought not to be ſpoken to ſach as ' 
could not. uadcritand it; nay, that they oughr . 
to be bid go out of - the Room. - Then ſhe 4 
prelently fel} upon the Perſecutions, and Wrongs 
| that 
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upon you , you ought always to fay, 
praiſe the Lord ; for God chaſtenecth whom ne 
loveth , bur God will tame all che Wild Bcaſts 
that perſcecute you. She faid alfo. That we ought 
to prepare our ſelves for the Table of. the Lord ; 
ſaying, Ler us go and taſt of his Paſchal Lamb : 
Take , cat this Body that haxh been Crucified 
for you; and do not believe that Jaſus Chriſt is 
there in Body and Soul , for he is in Heaven; 
Ik is by Faith that we are to penetrate into this 
ſtery. He ſhould have a good many Bodies 
tobe given to 10 :many People at once: And 
continuing upon the SubjeRt of the Peritcutions 
made upon the Fairhful , ſhe Exhorted them ro 
hold faſt, and to Repent ; and when God ſhall 


congiguing tolpcak of the Aſſurance 
one ; the lajd, The Heavens and the Farth 
4 but the Ward of God ſhall continue. 
mowed down like the Grafs 


S 


w the ed, Fall 
{ufterdor tis Word, 
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for tw fide, He thier Will fove tht miſt en þ 
Croſs. It is wpon Jefas Chriſt thit we ber- 
ſtow bur Love: | is he thar hatch 
that fhat dove anitther more than whe, is abt worthy of 
me. The Arvels and the Saints gtoan with tlicy 
fee you #4 Perſeturions. Bar Chriſtiats , have a 
gvod Gouttge, and repent yot of Yout Sins; 
« ſearch his Word, ind you will find jt by Rep&h- 
tahce ; obey the Commandments of God, arid not 
thoſe of Mor * 'For he that will follow rhe Comh- 
mandmarnts vf Men, ſhall dye the death, © Be ye 
hard. Chriſtians, thar if he toved not his People, 
he would yet Chaſtize chem The People of Ioahl 
was always perſecuted ; but he that hall perfe- 
vers to the end; hall obtain Erertial life. 
Eero wat Silence of about half an Flowt , and \ 
then [be v2fariine; her Diſcoarſe jaid : 
Be hot ye 'ſarprized , my Bretheen, if you 
have felt rhe Anger of God; fot we have tram- 
pled upon his Word , -- it under our Feet ; 
bat” Repent and Seek , and he will be in 
thc? mitt of you. The Witked ſhalt periſh : 
They fhafl hive Conrage enough, © harm you 
now ; / but they will trave' ni power at __ the 
Hour of Death. Have piry upon us . O' God ! 
We 2: puor fcattered Sheep, thou haſt gathered 
w accotHint! ro thy good pleaſure, have pity 


S 


upon us. * —- 
Here the ſtopped for the ſpace of about two 
tours; and thr" to ſung about two, or 


thiee Verſes of the Commatridments of God in 
| 2 Rhime 


" Aim that was p94 are 
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the Wi , that perlecute the Fanart ha ſaid, 
their Efforts Malice was like the Stones 
flung 'againſt 'Trees, and like Feathers caſt againſt 
the, Wind,, , The Wicked ſhall periſh with their 
Wic acey.. and ſhall be mowed down like 
the GG raſs of the Ficlds, which is withered. And 
therefore, Chriſtians, let us refcr our ſelves to God, 
and then God will reicr himicif ro: us, for his | 
Mercy is not yet exhauſted. Q. Lord, marvellous / 
are thy Works; the Wicked ſhall make @ loud 
enough Cry , but God will no more hear them ; 
he will exterminate them under his hand : Burt as 
for the Good, he will ſay rothem, Come ye Bleſſed 
of my Father , pelſeſ, ye my Inberitance , the King- 

for you beſere the Foundation 
of the Worl t us go then to ſearch the Word 
of God, and we ſhall find it; and perſevcre' ye 
unto the End, and ye ſhall obtain Eternal Lite : 
For when we ſearch his Word, we ſearch God 
thimſcl{ It is Earthly Goods that have occaſioned 
'our Purgatory , and our Deſtruction ; but let us 
not rely thereon any more, and ccaſe not to bewail 
your Sins. Look you, there arc burtwo ways in 
all, that of Hell that of Paradice : The former 
of theſe is a large and ſpacious way , by which 
the Wicked go in great Numbers ; but the Way of 
Paradice is ſtrait , they that are laden with Sins 
cannot paſs by it, becauſe jt is yncven and crooked. 
They mult paſs by Perlecutions to come thither : 
But to you, Faithftul Oncs , he will one day fay, 


Come 
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Come ye Bleſſed of "my Father. A$'to the Witked, 


he will fay hem ; Go 70 the' Eternal Fire which 
s prepared for the Devil and bs Amels. The 
Wicked have perſecuted you : bur, O Faithful 
Soul ! thou oughreſt to be aſſared of this, That 
6 rhou dieft , chou ſhair yet live. Repent you, 
and Sirr no-more;' for a day will come, when you 
muſt appear before God. We ought then to fear 
offending of him, and not to follow rhe courſe of 
che Ungodly ; for they ſhall periſh. Let us ſearch 
his Word, and hide it in our Hearts , and God by 
his Grace will make'his' Glory ſhine upon us, 
And hereby the Wicked ſhall be difabled trom 
hurting us, their Arrows thall be broken. Ler the 
Word of God be” your Fortreſs , and then God 
wilt bleſs you, and preſerve-you from all the Evils 
that they can do you. - He is always the ſame 
God, his Arm is nor ſhorrned , he has always the 
fame Power. You may aflure your ſelves, that if 
the Wicked had the fame power over God , thar 
they have over you, they would do the very ſame 
to him : Bur God will pronounce the Sentence of 
Maledz@tion"upon them , and will fay unto rhe 
Wicked, Go thou into Fternal Fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels; for thou hall perſecuted 
my Children and me. The Wicked cry to God 
continually, bur God doth not hear them, becauic 
they have no Repencance: Bur thou, O Faithful 
Soul, bleſs rhe Erernal God ; and fay unto him : 
As long as I ſhall have a being, I will ſing a Plalm 
wato thee. As for thee, O Wicked Man, _ 
— ha 
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ball gariccmees: b. 


as for you, Fa 
ra your Perſecu 

at lamencd cir, we, have aot ray (0 \ a 
as ) cfus Chrilt, who is our Maſter, and could have 
yes by Hal: He thee you; be he covinlens you! he 
afflicted when he icked - periecuts 


Here ſhe topped for ſome moments, and putting 
her Noſe under oo _ d & gave three Langhn 
with a Female Voie, © E, 


Inge wy, 


Sas, youn 


and therefore the Wicked. have pur 1t gigs ei 
Language : Bur when our rayght” ic, ,to 

Diſciples, he. ſaid to them. ſay thus,0ur Father: 

and fo ſhe repcared yy end : Pray - 
your Father. Have a care of Worſhipping che 
Saints and pollute not your felves; for wearcthe 
Tcmple of God, and theic bs ary his Templcs, 
We befcech rhe, © God ! that woes pity 
thee poor ſc-11cred Sheep. We hope, that of: thy 
Goodneſs thou wilt gather agaif thy Flock by thy 
great Mercy ; and j we are at preſent in. Capty 
vity, that thou wik bring vs out of it, After 
which ſhe again repeated Our Father Fc. 1 believe, 
Gc. and ſome lixle of the Commandments ; and 
then ſaid, They obſerve not him thac {aid, Thos 
ſhatt not Covet; and, Thou ſbalt not commit yn 


_ ———_— AG. — 
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becquiot utes find as for 
dheir C on, ſhe thid, The &1d Jadas were 
the firſt that made Conſe ſhow And as for the Sacri- 
fice of the Ari, the ſaid, Ir was an Abaminable 
Sacrifice, and' thar God would” (ay ro'them ons 
day ; You ſell my Word', bur”PF' did nrot give it 
you-toſell > Bur whar do I fiy+> Ir is none of 
emy Word, Thou haſt ſold Excerable Words ; for 
they ſell a Maſs for Five pence, two tor Ten pence, 
| faur for Twenty pence, and Eight for Forty pence. 
Do-nor go t9 the Mafs, for'it is a gfear. Sin, aud a, 
thortat Sirz for you" abute the Faltnts that God. 
=p may on Thoſe Tritckers for Souls, thar, 
ſell them Mear ' in” rhe Shambles, fhall' be 
ſeverely dealt with; becanfe rhey do not fin 
through Ignorance, Let us pray to God, Good 
Chriſtians, that he would pardon our Sins; and 
let us fay to him, Not wnto uw Lord, not unto us ; 
but to thy Name be the Glory and Honour, Have 
mercy therefore upon thy Children, O Lord! and 
let not the Wicked fay, Where i their God? Re- 
member that you ought to ſearch, and obſerye his 
Word,that it may be faid unto you one day, Come 
ye Bleſſed of my Father 595 And aſter this the ſaid, 
Ler us Pray; and (o ſhe followed her Ordinary 
Form af Prayer that ſhe had learned ſome time ſince, 
and then ſaid , Our Father, and 7 believe in God ; 
and fo cloſed all with, 7he Blefagg of God be upon 


Us. 


— 


—_ © ©, - 
* "— XZ - 
x > — - — 


, = 


wo 


- 


- TS. » 


_ , =. $ > A - w— M 
=32 =D wrt 
PER, ET == ee tcis: 


CA ee —— 
——— 


EIZE 
3 
>©1 
"+ 
TELL 
TNT 
| SEIZS 
E\ISQE 
z ISI 
ED2zEZ 
4 oQL 
2ISSE,Y LJYES 
FT pee SITES 
ER ZE SEES 


_— 


- 4.0 S.-_- - 


AN O©O- 


( 65 ) 


—_— 


_—— 
omit 


ANOTHER 


RELATION 


Of the Same 


SUBJECT, 


In Form of a 


- CONVERSATION. 


Azathe, E hear no more of the She- 
| pherdeſs, ſo much talked * theſe 
two or three Months ;, and that hath been the 
Subjett of all the Letters that have come from 
the fide of Cre, in the Province of Dauphine. 


Paulina, Thank the Good Nature of Popery for 
that, which underſtanding that this Girl made 
{everal excellent Exhortations in the =—_ 
time. cauſed her to be carryed away , and after 
they had made her lye Couped up in a Prifon 
ſome time, at laſt conveyed co a Conyent. 


K Agatha. 
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Agatha. [s it not known what ſhe doth there - 
Paulina. The laſt thing T could learn of Her, is, 


That ſhe conſtantly Siggs; Plalms during her 
Exſtaſics ; ani' that a certain Counſeller of 


JL Pont 


Agatha. 7ou do not queſtion then, but that what they 


- 
ons of 
great Honour , that have paſſed the whole 
Night in her Chamber , and that have them- 


ſely ov thr ber rpld tne of Her ; 
chit COIs Aundred Wirneties ; who 
can Atteſt the ſame thing. It was firlt known 
upon» Februery laſt, That a young Girl of a 
Place called Sao , ncor C/& , about Fourtcen 
yearsof Age, had certain" Tranſporrs by Night 


Write of, this Paor Girles realy ft] 


. time, whiclr lecmed mach to reſemble F x/tahes ; 


She, was-heprd- all on aſudden- ro- Sing Pfalms, 
and that in a due and Regular manncr. This 
Voice both Aiirighred and Rejoyced thoſe that 
heard it:For as the had been very much neglected 
in her Education; and therefore could neither 
Write nor Read , - ſo they were very much 
aflrightc$,; ar this Accident. Bur they were 
much- more {o when the made a Prayer in 
French , a Language ſhe had never lcarncd in 
hec 
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\ hor life; and thentook 2 Text of Scripture and 
handled it ,' and fpoke very many exccllent 
things upon it. Her principal Exhortation is, 
ro break off all Commerce with Popery : She 
.threaterss Gods ſeyereft Judgments againſt ſuch 
as' will nor do it :- She Þl her Father much 
more than other Men, for having fold himfelt 

F for Money, and Revolted without any com- 
pulſion. After this ſhe crcats of Controverſic ; 
upon which Subject we are aſſured, that ſhe ſays 
many cloſe and convincing things, and that 
Cires Paſſages very pertinently out of Scrip» 
rure. 


Agatha. I have heard ſomething muttered about , 
of a certain Able and Learned Phyſician , that 
ſhould make her a Vifit, to inform himſelf at the 
firft hand, of what he had underſtocd but confuſedly 
before. 


Parlina. You have been rightly informed in that 
particular : For thar Phyſician went to the place, 
and both ſaw and heard the fſurprizing Effects 
of the Exſtaſic of this Shepherdeis. She Sung, 
Preached, and Encountred the Sentiment of 
Rome, after her uſual manner : She Expounded 
thoſe Words ot the Third Chapter of St. Mat- 
thew; The Ax is laid to the Ruot of the Tree, &c. 
upon which ſhe (poke excellent good things, with 
rclation to the Times in which we now live. 
The Phyſician that heard her Talk , felt her 

K 2 Pulle, 
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gs - n— what R_ this Ef- 
of hers mi in bur 
he found it very M_— regular , and ſuch 
as is uſual in —— of good Health, and that . 
Sleep quietly. He obſerved her the next 
Morning, and found thar ſhe been awake 


all that Day, and that ſhe had reſumed the 
ordinary Obeat her Flock. 


THE EN D: 


